Occupational biohazards affecting clinical engineers & BMETs. Part I: Preliminary survey of perceived hazards.
The authors developed this preliminary survey in order to collect current information to answer three questions: 1) Is there reason to be concerned about the occupational health and safety of BMETs; 2) Is a larger study needed; and 3) Is continuing education about certain classes of hazards desirable? Of the 136 BMETs completing the questionnaire, 18.4% reported illnesses or disabilities believed to be job related. More than 90% of the respondents indicated a need for additional training on biological hazards in the workplaces of BMETs; likewise, 86% desired additional training on hazards related to chemicals, fire, and explosion.